
President Schlissel and Regents of the University of Michigan, thank you very much for the opportunity 

to present my opposing opinion on the location for the new bus transit and maintenance facility. 

First and foremost, I applaud President Schlissel for putting this project on pause, saying “that the 

university should have been more thoughtful and responsive when considering a development such as 

this one that adjoins a residential area.” Thank you, President Schlissel! The community has taken notice 

of this in a very positive way. Bravo! 

I have here a copy here of the Michigan Impact 2016 Winter Issue. 

In the first sentence, President Schlissel states “The University of Michigan’s strong partnerships 

throughout the state are a vital component of our mission to serve the people of Michigan.” There are 

many examples described in the newsletter which describe UM’s partnerships with community groups, 

partnerships with key stakeholders, partnerships that support the health, safety, quality of life, and the 

environment, which demonstrate a moral responsibility, carrying out the University’s mission to serve 

the people of Michigan. 

I read my favorite: 

The School of Public Health is partnering with several community groups in Detroit in a $2.8 million 

grant to combat air pollution and related health risks in Detroit, which for a long time has had among 

the highest asthma and cardiovascular disease rates in Michigan. The hope is that the grant will create a 

model for change that can be applied in similar communities throughout the country. ASTHMA. HEART 

DISEASE. DETROIT. MOTOR CITY. If the proposed location doesn’t change, my neighborhood will qualify 

for this model. 

Now, how has the University carried out its mission through partnerships in Ann Arbor? The track record 

recently it has not been very good. The installation of the solar panels on Plymouth Road and the OVER-

THE-TOP digital billboard on Stadium Road were presented as fait accompli with no prior discussion or 

attempt at community involvement. Choosing the location of the bus transit center on the corner of 

Green & Hubbard was the same until President Schlissel put the project on pause.  

 

Many Ann Arborites say this about the University: 

“U of M will do whatever it wants here and no one can stop them.” 

“U of M could care less about the city of Ann Arbor and its people.” 

“U of M doesn’t have to follow local zoning standards, so it doesn’t and it takes advantage of this at 

every opportunity.” 

How sad that the people in Ann Arbor feel like poor step children, like the Cinderellas of Michigan! 

While the University is out there partnering with communities for their benefit, the people of Ann Arbor 

feel disenfranchised, helpless, and frankly, abused. 

What President Schlissel did by putting this project on pause is bigger than just to providing an 

opportunity to examine things more closely. He provided an opportunity for the University to partner 

with its own community, to create a solution that would benefit the key stakeholders - the University 

AND the community. 



No one in our community wants the bus transit center to be where it is planned. Data crunching will not 

convince us that this location won’t impose unacceptable air, noise, and light pollution levels, traffic 

problems, safety hazards, runoff into Miller Creek, etc. Shouldn’t this community - a key stakeholder - 

have a say in what is acceptable and unacceptable here? 

Regents, change the location of the new bus facility to be away from everyone’s residence. Change the 

prevailing attitude that UM doesn’t care about Ann Arbor or its people. Partner with us to work a 

solution that can benefit the key stakeholders - the University and the community. Together, in 

partnership, we can demonstrate that we are the Leaders and the Best. 


