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The ground has thawed; the sky is blue; the air is warm.  Families stroll down sidewalks while kids zoom past on 
bikes.  Parks and backyards overflow with children who run, climb, explore, and play - all in a safe and healthy 
setting.	  
	  
Regents, President Schlissel, members of the press, and local citizens - the picture I just painted describes the scene 
in the Glacier Highlands neighborhood this past weekend, one that is threatened by the proposed location of the 
Transportation Operations Complex. My name is Peggy Hubbard.  I am an alumna of the University of Michigan 
and a resident of Northeast Ann Arbor.  I am joined today by fellow residents who share my concern for the health 
and safety of our neighborhood and who hope to facilitate a trusting and respectful relationship between the 
University and the local community.  I would like to take a moment now to ask audience members who came today 
to oppose this initiative to raise their hands.  I speak today on behalf of these neighbors.  More specifically, I will be 
speaking on behalf of Meadowbrook Daycare and the Northeast Ann Arbor Community Coalition.  	  
	  
Meadowbrook is a small, in-home daycare that my son attends and that is located directly across the street from the 
proposed site for the bus complex.  Under the management of Sarah Rezzo, a 30 year veteran of early childhood 
education, Meadowbrook strives to provide an environment in which infants and young children are safe, happy, 
and loved.  We were drawn to the daycare by its quiet setting, its warm caretakers, and its emphasis on spending 
time outside, either on the daycare’s playground or taking walking field trips to local parks.	  
	  
Imagine the impact of the bus complex on such activities.  Hissing engines and screeching brakes provide the day’s 
soundtrack; children walk holding hands alongside roads that serve over 140 buses at peak hours; a toddler climbs a 
jungle gym next to a site where hundreds of buses begin their day - idling and filling the air with fumes.  The 
traffic, the exhaust, the noise – none of it belongs in a residential area, but across the street from a daycare?  
Certainly, a bus complex does not belong there.	  
	  
In a recent meeting with Sarah, Meadowbrook’s owner, we discussed her specific concerns about the proposed 
location for the bus complex.  Sarah expressed extreme concern about taking children outside in proximity to such 
an industrial site.  She is particularly concerned about the impact of exhaust on infants and asthmatic children, 
populations she serves regularly.  Yet, she knows such outdoor time is essential to the children’s well-being.  
Moreover, the State Department of Human Services requires by law that she take her students outside every day 
and will close her daycare if she does not adhere to this requirement.  Given such circumstances, Sarah explains, “I 
can’t in good conscience take the children outside each day in the presence of dangerous exhaust, but, if I don’t, I 
will be closed down.  What can I do?”  Ultimately, the bus complex threatens both the safety of the children she 
serves and the business she loves and on which her family and neighborhood families depend.	  
	  
My family is one of these family.  My husband and I have lived in the Glacier Highlands neighborhood for seven 
years.  The University was the reason we moved to Michigan; the community in which it resides is the reason we 
stayed.  We love our neighborhood.  Moreover, we have always been impressed by Ann Arbor, a place where 
residents feel fierce pride in and love for the University.  Surely, such a relationship reflects a history of 
communication and mutual respect.	  
	  
To ensure this respectful relationship, the Northeast Ann Arbor Community Coalition formed in late February and 
recently organized as a non-profit with a Board of Directors.  The Coalition emerged in response to the 
Transportation Operations Complex and has developed into an active organization that seeks to ensure community 
voices and concerns are heard, both now and in the future.  Its members look forward to learning more about the 
development plan for North Campus and are eager to play a proactive, rather than reactive, role moving forward.  
The Board of Directors will be reaching out, both to Regents and University planners, to facilitate a more 
transparent relationship.  Our hope is that future development will reflect concern for and attention to the needs of 
both the University and the community.  For now, we ask you build this bus complex in a non-residential area and 
in a location that reflects greater concern for the local community, its businesses, its families, and its children.  
Thank you.	  


